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2024 Green Impact for Health  

The new web platform for the toolkit was launched in February 2023. In the last year almost 

1,000 practices have registered. This is roughly 10% of UK general practices 

We finished the year with an amazing 4 Platinum, 17 Gold, 31 Silver, and 39 Bronze awards 

given! This article celebrates the success of the 2023 Green Impact for Health Awards and you 

can share more about the success of the 2023 Green Impact for Health Awards using this  comms 

pack. Access the 2023 impact report here! 

To all practices that submitted, don’t forget you can now 'retract' your toolkit on the 'toolkits' 

page after logging in, to continue working on your toolkit for a Green Impact 2024 award.  

We want to continually improve the programme so your feedback and suggestions for 

improvement about any aspect of the toolkit are welcome. Please send any feedback to 

greenimpactforhealth@gmail.com.  

Toolkit update 

IMPORTANT WARNING - Please note that we require all practice teams to clearly state their 

practice name and town in their team name on the toolkit (e.g. Central Practice, Cambridge). If 

your team name currently does not include the town name also, we require you to update your 

team name by 7th March 2024, in order to continue using the toolkit. You can do this easily 

under ‘Team settings’ once you’ve logged in. (see picture below) 

If you are having any issues updating your profile, please contact giforhealth@sos-uk.org. Team 

names that have not been updated by 7th March will be automatically deactivated from the 

toolkit. 

Green Impact for Health is a national scheme with almost 1000 participating practices. 

Maintaining accurate names is important to prevent new users from joining the wrong team, and 

for our monitoring and evaluation processes. 

 

https://toolkit.sos-uk.org/greenimpact/giforhealth/login
https://www.sos-uk.org/post/green-impact-for-health-reaches-over-1-7-million-with-100-awards-given
https://greenimpact.nus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2022-23-Green-Impact-for-Health-impact-report.pdf
https://toolkit.sos-uk.org/greenimpact/giforhealth/login
mailto:greenimpactforhealth@gmail.com
mailto:giforhealth@sos-uk.org
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Key dates and events to know about 

o FREE WEBINAR: Ethical Finance - How the financial system entrenches climate and 

social injustice – and how we can transform it to build a just, sustainable future  

Tuesday 13th February 2024, 3pm - 4pm: Ever wondered what banks do with your money when 

you deposit it in an account with them? Want to know how the world’s most polluting and 

exploiting industries are funding? This session will give you an overview of the role of the global 

financial industry in our world’s most pressing climate and social crises – and how organisations 

can use their influence to help build a just, sustainable economy. Sign up here.   

 

o SHOW THE LOVE: Each February the Climate Coalition run their Show the Love 

campaign. 

They encourage people to use the power of Green Hearts to raise awareness of the climate crisis 

and the impacts on people around the world, calling for action to create a cleaner and greener 

world. The campaign really promotes creative activism with inspiration for Green Heart crafting 

and baking. There are also downloadable action packs and resources with ideas, suggestions, 

inspiration and printable postcards. Get involved here. 

o The UKHACC In Conversation series: 14 February 2024 12-1pm.  

Oil & gas companies (aka fossil fuel companies), energy, and the climate and nature crisis. The 

chair of Sellafield UK and former Head of Group Technology at BP, Mr Tony Meggs, is the guest. 

Richard Smith will talk to him about the role of oil and gas (aka fossil fuel) companies in the 

climate and nature crisis and what our energy mix should be in the next 20 years. Register here. 

Sign up to receive UKHACC newsletters here: 

https://action.ukhealthalliance.org/page/69209/subscribe/1 

Publications to know about 

o General Medical Council’s Q&A on sustainability from the new 2024 version of Good 

medical Practice. 

o Greener Primary Care in Wales - The Framework supports the four independent primary 

care contractor services in Wales (community pharmacy, dental, general practice and 

optometry) to improve the environmental sustainability of their day-to-day practice and 

to reach the Welsh Government decarbonisation targets. 

https://primarycareone.nhs.wales/topics1/greener-primary-care/ 

o UK Health Security Agency report Health Effects of Climate Change in the UK: State of 

the evidence 2023 has been updated.   

o You can Subscribe to the monthly Greener NHS Bulletin. 

o Access the ‘Greener Practice Sustainable Healthcare Reading List’ here 

o The UKHACC manifesto for the next general election presents five priorities for the 

new government to sustain our health, health and care services, and environment. 

We ask that parties incorporate these commitments into their manifestos. 

https://s41874.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/UKHACC-MANIFESTO-2024-1.pdf 

https://actionnetwork.org/events/sos-uk-webinar-series-ethical-finance-how-the-financial-system-entrenches-climate-and-social-injustice-and-how-we-can-transform-it-to-build-a-just-sustainable-future/
https://actionnetwork.org/events/sos-uk-webinar-series-ethical-finance-how-the-financial-system-entrenches-climate-and-social-injustice-and-how-we-can-transform-it-to-build-a-just-sustainable-future/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/show-the-love/
https://www.theclimatecoalition.org/show-the-love/
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F799aa871-d7e3-4f2f-9f40-b22ced7932e7%40e8a6fa92-4f5c-49e3-87f9-3f1a9f4c6dfe&data=05%7C02%7CBeatrice.Anomah%40sos-uk.org%7C2e82750fd48849649fab08dc2777b350%7Cc4cc0a2d14c84732914ac52ec0fff0ca%7C0%7C0%7C638428642270301784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxC0Jf%2Bj6QvZ%2FWF9b%2FBKiu4BIJs%2F7UeJNUNuhOmwFDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.teams.microsoft.com%2Fevent%2F799aa871-d7e3-4f2f-9f40-b22ced7932e7%40e8a6fa92-4f5c-49e3-87f9-3f1a9f4c6dfe&data=05%7C02%7CBeatrice.Anomah%40sos-uk.org%7C2e82750fd48849649fab08dc2777b350%7Cc4cc0a2d14c84732914ac52ec0fff0ca%7C0%7C0%7C638428642270301784%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=uxC0Jf%2Bj6QvZ%2FWF9b%2FBKiu4BIJs%2F7UeJNUNuhOmwFDQ%3D&reserved=0
https://action.ukhealthalliance.org/page/69209/subscribe/1
https://www.gmc-uk.org/professional-standards/learning-materials/sustainability-questions-and-answers
https://primarycareone.nhs.wales/topics1/greener-primary-care/
https://primarycareone.nhs.wales/topics1/greener-primary-care/
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/659ff6a93308d200131fbe78/HECC-report-2023-overview.pdf
https://www.england.nhs.uk/email-bulletins/greener-nhs/
https://greenimpact.nus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/GREENER-PRACTICE-SUSTAINABLE-HEALTH-CARE-READING-LIST.pdf
https://s41874.pcdn.co/wp-content/uploads/UKHACC-MANIFESTO-2024-1.pdf
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Opportunities to know about 

o If you work in a general practice in Coventry and Warwickshire ICB, Birmingham 

and Solihull ICB, or South Yorkshire ICB, please consider completing a brief 5-

minute online survey.  The GPNET-0 study funded by the National Institute for 

Health and Care Research (NIHR), is investigating how general practice is 

implementing decarbonisation actions to make recommendations on how to 

accelerate their implementation and sustainability. The survey welcomes responses 

from all practice staff, and multiple staff from a singular practice can complete the 

survey. They want to receive views from all practices, irrespective of their current 

levels of engagement with decarbonisation actions. 

There are a variety of incentives for completing the survey: 

• For each practice that returns one or more surveys, 1 tree shall be planted 

by NHS forest 

• A prize draw 

• A certificate of participation for practices to display. 

o RCGP Faculty Climate and Sustainability Lead Community Group is looking for 

GPs in the following faculty areas to join the group:  

• North and West London 

• North East London 

• Essex 

• Beds & Herts 

• Leicester 

• North East England 

• Cumbria 

• Mersey 

• North Wales 

• Republic of Ireland 

The purpose of the group is to increase awareness of the importance of planetary health, the 

links to patient health outcomes and promote carbon reduction across primary care; to provide a 

supportive network sharing knowledge and good practice and advising on the delivery of 

sustainable local events and initiatives; provide a forum for subject matter experts or have a 

general interest in planetary health to discuss and engage in the topic; develop leadership and 

learning opportunities; develop quality improvement tools for primary care to enable carbon 

reduction in the NHS; advice and guidance to the college; and provide a link to external 

organisations. Contact your local faculty if you can join the group.  

o New free Sustainable Healthcare online course by UCL+ FutureLearn: Empowering all 

healthcare professionals around the world in sustainable healthcare. 

‘How to Drive Sustainable Healthcare: Educate, Engage, and Empower’: 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/how-to-drive… 

Explore how we can make a difference with this global free course on environmental 

sustainability in healthcare. FREE (but if you do not complete the course within the 3 weeks 

you do have to pay to continue to access it.) 

https://djw12v04.eu1.hubspotlinksfree.com/Ctc/2P+113/djW12v04/VWBQfR718VpdW7DJk6X5JR8CPW5VG-2S56HhQFMDyKnK3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3nTV-7pmb6J9V0xN1H1Bgyrjz3NW4yHPy71lj2V0N3TtH2tVKlt5W9bk93c2XgGfKN151ldMg5m4SW6ZpnDP2hHFLyW1JJlP182KP8DW5TJMjT8XZ1nmW3F85tt6qt9b9W4wBJYH1Ssrc4W1bTlRj6vKx9RW3bbh6j6Qj44XW1Q6sPQ8npJfgW1ZzyqJ8Lf3lrW2RQCRJ902sx4W64BSRn2KMlfNW25QdZ0546rmKW507fXS74CtbMW76nF2B8wHDBnW2Cbgzr4kJ7jSW2lzFPT3mTQQjW6dCGyR2tR3zTW1MsNk1930ZGtW64pntc34wBQWW1R-_1Y3DjHLMW7CXpyx4k-rTYW8fR5_y7J5cYvW5z98wl4DgPz6W3ZRjq53jVVhVf2K2ghg04
https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/sci/med/research/hscience/apc/qualityandsafety/gpnet-0/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=79632471&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ID81quxqUY8GY07bphX1ILy8Ru2pP1M04oS00gM8sYR9f56lc8YTgPK4JQPrhXrvNuPjB2VsJG3btevVqJDgjUAmTHA&utm_content=79632471&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.rcgp.org.uk/membership/faculties
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/how-to-drive…
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Global on-line course for all healthcare professionals 

• 3 weeks x 3hrs/week   

• Videos, podcasts, articles, and forums and discussions 

• Learn from international experts and be inspired and empowered 

Greener health 

Reducing the environmental impact of medicines used in UK healthcare. Up to 90% of the 

medicines we consume end up in our wastewater. These pollutants can affect the health of 

wildlife, contributing to biodiversity loss. They are also driving antimicrobial resistance, one of 

the greatest global threats to human health. For more information visit the Pharma Pollution 

Hub. It is an independent, non-profit think tank based at the University of Exeter 

Pathology’s solution to plastic reduction. How to get rid of most of the bits of plastic and the 

labels. There has been a lot of interest in Indexor – In the GP surgery samples are labelled with 

electronically requested barcoded labels and are simply scanned via an iMini scanner into a 

iRack. The iRack contains a RFID tag which holds the barcode identification and associated test 

but does not hold any patient identification. The samples are then placed into the rack and once 

collected by the dedicated courier the rack is placed into an iLogger case which starts recording 

transport information. 

On receipt at the laboratory racks are loaded into docks all sample information is downloaded 

into the laboratory system and samples are ready for processing. Worklists are then interrogated 

for priority or time sensitive samples. 

Green banks  

In the December 2023 newsletter, there was information about how to change your personal 

bank. All the feedback has been that switching your personal account is easy using the 7 day 

current account switch service that changes all your in/out payments to your new bank. 

Changing your business bank accounts is worthwhile but can be more difficult. It’s worthwhile 

because if your bank is an investor in fossil fuels your finance emissions - from business bank 

accounts and pensions – can be one of the biggest contributors to your practice’s carbon 

emissions. You can check your bank and your financial carbon footprint using this calculator. It’s 

more difficult to change because its more complicated. Mothertree can switch for you for a 

monthly fee and a 12month contract. 

See also: 

• Banking WhatsApp Community for Health Professionals 

• https://makemymoneymatter.co.uk/  

• https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/money-finance/ethical-banking 

https://www.pharmapollutionhub.org/overview
https://www.pharmapollutionhub.org/overview
https://www.england.nhs.uk/south/our-work/greener-nhs-south-west/cornwall-and-isles-of-scilly/indexor-pathologys-solution-to-plastic-reduction/
https://greenimpact.nus.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/Green-Impact-for-Health-December-2023-newsletter.pdf
http://ttps/www.currentaccountswitch.co.uk/
https://www.mymothertree.com/bank-league-table
https://form.typeform.com/to/jUoHhYWA
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1t93XusMXLFkH0xCIRRjQrt8V5PtJ0ghQmzcE3kScOGA/edit
https://chat.whatsapp.com/ITTHTvz90dVE3aBX4hkcUN
https://makemymoneymatter.co.uk/
https://www.ethicalconsumer.org/money-finance/ethical-banking
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Funding Green Impact  

The RCGP has agreed to fund the toolkit at SOS-UK until December 2025. We still need 

additional funds to provide additional improvements and support. Please donate to SOS-UK 

via our charity PayPal account. Choose the Green Impact option. It will take you less than 

a minute to make your donation! A big thank you to everyone who has contributed so far. 

To keep up to date with SOS-UK’s programme and campaign news, sign up to our 

newsletter. If you require any help or further information, please contact giforhealth@sos-

uk.org or Greenimpactforhealth@gmail.com 

Visit the Green Impact toolkit now! 

You are receiving this email because you have an active account on the Green Impact toolkit. Our monthly 

newsletter contains important information about the toolkit and your award so is sent to all active users. 

If you would like us to deactivate your Green Impact account, and stop receiving emails, please email 

giforhealth@sos-uk.org.  

https://www.paypal.com/donate/?cmd=_s-xclick&hosted_button_id=63HZ56J77JHGA&source=url
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/sos-uk-mailing-list
mailto:giforhealth@sos-uk.org
mailto:giforhealth@sos-uk.org
mailto:Greenimpactforhealth@gmail.com
https://toolkit.sos-uk.org/greenimpact/giforhealth/login
mailto:giforhealth@sos-uk.org

